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1ir fr Mxr RBoot to Gem Schriever

This letter confirme axdl extends to some extent the remarks
I recently made to you. It bas become relatively common knovwledge
in porhioxm of industry that the reconnaissance system proposed
for Semtry imvalves the transmission by electrical means of
information tollacted by & relatively long lived satellite,
In general, it has not (been) difficult to deduce the time

scales involved and the period within which we would have prog

a signtficant cspebility,

Az & vesult of the above situation and &5 a resulit of the DISCOVERER

snnouncement, we bave been spproeched, reiher privately, by a couple

of conceyns who would like to provide sstellite peylosds consisting of

recoversble csmeras. The basioc notion is that they can fill = gap

prior to the time at vwhich the date-link system can be operational.

They spesk of other sdveutages which they balleve stiraciive as well.

NRO review(s) completed.
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As you will {mmediately recognize, these proposals bear a
regemblence to the spine-cmmers program which was osncslled in
Mexrch of 1958. However, these new proposels do present somewhat
different and possidbly more attractive empsbilities. In all cases
they are linked to a Thor-boosted empability sisce we have made the
companies concerned resliss that sn Atlas-boosted operationsl
capability prior to the regulmrly programsed dsta-link system is
out of the guestion,

As I have Indiceted previously, I would like to have your geneval

reaction o Hhese kinda of DENpOnalLs
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